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IN THB CIAIMS 

1-13 (canceled) 

14. (previously presented) A racket 
comprising: 

a frame having a handle defining a longitxidinal 

axis; 

a head connected to the handle and defining a 
racket face, wherein the head has parallel first and 
second transversal sides and parallel first and second 
longitudinal sides, wherein the first and second 
transversal sides and the first and second longitudinal 
sides axe firmly connected together at their ends such 
that each of the sides is substantially inflexible in 
relation to the other sides; 

a plurality of transversal strings extending 
between the £irat and second longitudinal sides and 
flxabstantially covering the racket face, wherein the 
transversal strings are of substantially identical 
length, wherein the transversal etringa run essentially 
parallel to each other, wherein the transversal strings 
are generally perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, and 
wherein at least three of the tramsversal strings are 
strung from a first single string; and, 
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a plurality of longitudinal strings extending 
between the first cind second transversal sides and 
substantially covering the racket face, wherein the 
longitudinal strings are of aiibstantially identical 
length, wherein the longitudinal strings run essentially 
parallel to each other, wherein the longitudinal strings 
are generally parallel to the longitudinal axis, and 
wherein at least three of the longitudinal strings are 
strung from a second single string. 

15. (previously presented) Ihe racket of 
claim 14 wherein the head and the racket tace are 
rectangular shaped. 

XS. {previously presented) The racket of 
claiin 3.4 wherein at least a pair of the first and second 
transversal sides and the first and second longitudinal 
sides curve slightly. 

17 . (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 16 wherein the curved sides have a curvature such 
that the string tension of the strings between the curved 
sides brings the curved sides back to a s\Jibstantially 
straight and parallel position* 
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1$ . (previQusly preaented) The rac3cet Qf 
claim 14 wherein the dlQtances between all intersection 
points o£ the strings are equal, 

19 . (previously preeented) The racket of 
claim 14 wherein the apace between the tranaversal 
strings varies , and wherein the space between the 
longitudinal strings varies » 

20. (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 14 wherein the transversal strings and the 
longitudinal strings are of unequal length, Eind wherein 
the tension and/or masB values of the transversal strings 
and the longitudinal strings axe selected so that the 
vibrational freguencies of the transversal and 
longitudinal strings are equal. 

21. (previously presented) A racket 
comprising I 

a frame having a haTidle defining a longitudinal 

axis; 

a head connected to the handle and defining a 
racket face, wherein the head has parallel first and 
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ciecond transversal sides aind parallel first and second 
longitudinal side^, and wherein the firet and segQud 
transversal sides and the first and second longitudinal 
sides are firmly connected together at their ends such 
that each of the sides is substsmtially inflexible in 
relation to the other aides; 

a plurality ot transversal strings extending, 
between the first and second longitudinal sides and 
subs t ant ially covering the racket face« wherein the 
transversal strings are of substantially identical 
length, wherein the transversal strings run essentially 
psirallel to each other, and wherein the transversal 
strings are generally perpendicular to the longitudinal 
axis; and, 

a plurality of longitudinal strings extending 
between the first and second transversal sides and 
substantially covering the racket face, wherein the 
longitudinal strings are o£ substantially identical 
length, wherein the longitudinal strings run eaaentially 
parallel to each other, wherein the longitudinal strings 
are generally parallel to the longitudinal axis, and 
wherein at least three of the longitudinal strings amd at 
least three of the transversal strings are strung from a 
single string, 
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22. (previcudly presented) The racket o£ 
claim 21 wherein the head ».nd the racket face are 
rectangular ehapecl. 

23. (previously preBsnted) The racXet o£ 
claxTQ 21 wherein at least a pair of the first and second 
transversal sides and the first and second longitudinal 
sides curve dlightly, 

24. (previously presented) The racitet of 
claim 23 wherein the curved sides have a curvature such 
that the string tension of the strings between the curved 
sides brings the curved sides back to a substantially 
straight and parallel position. 

25 . (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 21 wherein the distances between all intersection 
points of the strings are equal. 

2G. (previously presented) The racket of 
claiTTi 21 wherein the apace between the transversal 
strings varies^ and wherein the space between the 
longitudinal strings varies. 
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27. (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 21 wherein the transversal strings and the 
longitudinal strings are of unequal length, and wherein 
the tension and/or maae values of the transvereal strings 
and the longitudinal strings are selected so that the 
vibrational frequencies of the transversal and 
longitudinal strings are equal. 

28. (previously presented) A racket 
comprising: 

a frame having a handle defining a longitudinal 

axis ; 

a head connected to the handle, wherein the 
head has parallel first and second transversal sides and 
parallel first and second longitudinal sides, wherein the 
first and second transversal sides and the first and 
second longitudinal sides has holes therethrcmgh and are 
firmly connected together at their ends such that each of 
the aides is substantially inflexible in relation to the 
other sides; 

a plurality of transversal strings being stnmg 
through the holes in the first and second longitudinal 
sides, yfhexeln the transversal strings are of 
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substeuitially identical length, wherein the transversal 
strings z\m essentially parallel to each other, and 
wherein the transversal strings are generally 
perpendicular to the longit\idinal axis; and, 

a plurality of longitudinal etrlngs being 
strung through the holes in the first and second 
transversal sides, wherein the longitudinal strings are 
of substsmtlally Identical length, wherein the 
longitudinal strings run essentially parallel to each 
other, wherein the longitudinal strings are generally 
parallel to the longitudinal axis, and wherein the 
transversal and longitudinal strings are secured to the 
frame by at least one knot* 

29. (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 2S wherein the head has a racket face covered by 
the longitudinal and transversal strings, and wherein the 
head and the racket face are rectangular shaped. 

30, (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 28 wherein at least a pair of the first and second 
transversal sides and the first and second longitudinal 
sides curve slightly • 
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31. (previously presented) The racket of 
claiTCi 30 wherein the curved sides have a curvature such 
that the string tension ot the strings between the curved 
Dides bxinge th« cuxved Bidee back to a substantially 
straight and parallel position. 

32. (previously presented) The racket o£ 
claim 28 herein the dietance» between all intersection 
points of the strings are equal- 

33* (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 28 wherein the space between the transversal 
strings varies, and wherein the space between the 
longitudinal strings varies. 

34 . (previously presented) The racket of 
claim 29 wherein the transversal strings and the 
longitudinal strings are of unequal length, and wherein 
the tension and/or mass values of the transversal .strings 
and the longitudinal strings are selected so that the 
vibrational frequencies of the transversal and 
longitudinal strings are equal. 
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